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and destruction of agricultural life
that Afghan peasants have come to rely on
opium poppy cultivation as a way of sur-
vival. Drug mafia with domestic, regional,
and international criminal networks have
capitalized on this economic need and vul-
nerability to engage more than 2.3 million
poor farmers in opium poppy cultivation,
now found throughout Afghanistan.

Peasants remain extremely poor,
however, as most of the drug revenues go
to usurious landlords, traffickers, drug
traders, narco-warlords and corrupt govern-
ment officials. These criminal groups bene-
fit from a weak central government and
general instability in the country, and they
work together to undermine the consolida-
tion of central government authority and
security in Afghanistan.

The Afghan government understands
the nexus between extreme poverty and
opium poppy cultivation and has made
every effort to enhance human security as a
long-term solution to eliminating the drug
problem in Afghanistan. The country's
National Drug Control Strategy prioritizes
the need to reduce poverty and recom-
mends countrywide rural development
assistance as an effective counter-narcotics
measure.

The strategy cautions against quick-
fix eradication solutions that can suddenly
destroy the only means of survival for mil-
lions of poor peasants before providing
them with alternative livelihoods. Doing so
will indeed ensure the alienation of a vast
majority of destitute peasants who would
make easy recruits for the Taliban insur-
gency and the terrorists threatening the
process of peace-building in Afghanistan.

The government's 2005 Counter
Narcotics Implementation Plan opposes
short-term eradication policies, including
the use of aerial spray. Instead, it proposes
a longer-term integrated counter-narcotics
strategy to strengthen human security in
rural Afghanistan through social and eco-
nomic assistance, while building judicial
and law enforcement capacity to target and
bring to justice the real drivers and benefi-
ciaries of the illicit opium economy.

The strategy's success hinges on
increased, well-coordinated development
aid from the international community.
Afghanistan's success in eliminating its
drug problem will not only emancipate its
impoverished citizens and secure their
future, but also enhance regional security
and development and save the health and
lives of many in the world./End
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