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personal benefits they would derive.
When I observe the current humiliating
situation of the Muslim world, I remem-
ber the saying of my beloved Prophet
who said that in the end of the times the
Sun is going to rise from the west. Islam
could metaphorically be considered as
the light and the Sun that is going to
shine from the west and illuminate the
world.

The majority of Muslims in the east
are adherents of Islam culturally. They
have corrupted the true and straight way
that they were blessed, with traditions
that are alien to Islam; thus projecting a
bad image to the observing west.

Islam is growing in its true and
intended form in the western countries in
this age. It shows a path of life that is
straight to the ones who can see its beau-
ty. This way of life provides us with
meaning to our existence in this world
and reaffirms its truth whenever it is
opposed to or compared with any other
sociological or scientific explanations of
the human life. Therefore, for Afghan-
Canadians what better identity could
there be but that of Muslims. If one
establishes Islam in his/her life, then
there would be no tension between what
is called as the Afghan culture and that
which is the western way of life. This is
because cultural values can be meaning-
less when one is living in another county
and thus those values would be rendered
useless.

However, Islamic values are univer-
sal and thus always meaningful. In other
words, Islam could be considered as the
common denominator that gives us the
identity as Afghan-Canadians, which can
satisfy both the conditions for us of being
Afghans and having an established iden-
tity as Canadians. As Muslims we can not
only satisfy our own spiritual thirst, that
is inherent in human nature, but also
have an identity which is harmonious
with nature, for Islam is also called the
natural way.
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